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Synopsis

The British victory on the Plains of Abraham in September 1759 and the subsequent Conquest of
Canada were undoubtedly significant geopolitical events, but their nature and implications continue
to be debated. Revisiting 1759 provides a fresh historical reappraisal of the Conquest and its
aftermath using new approaches drawn from military, imperial, social, and Aboriginal history.This
cohesive collection investigates many of the most hotly contested questions surrounding the
Conquest: Was the battle itself a crucial turning point, or just one element in the global struggle
between France and Great Britain? Did the battle’s outcome reflect the superior strategy of General
James Wolfe or rather errors on both sides? Did the Conquest alter the long-term trajectories of the
French and British empires or simply confirm patterns well underway? How formative was the
Conquest in defining the new British America and those now living under its rule?As this collection
makes vividly clear, the Conquest’s most profound consequences may in fact be quite different from

those that have traditionally been emphasized.
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Customer Reviews

Matthew C. Ward’s chapter on Wolfe’s Quebec campaign and the disintegrating norms of lawful
warfare is excellent. Ward shows how European conventions on what constituted honourable
warfare could falter when faced with a population that was neither neutral, nor uninvolved. Wolfe
became one of the first British Army officers to sanction methods of Indian warfare against Indians
and Canadians dressed as Indians.
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